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Atlantic Canada £
Doggie Expo 2012!!

Join us for our annual trade show, showcasing locally owned,
independent businesses which provide dog
related products and/or services. \

Last year we had approximately 4,000
attendees and over 70 tables of exhibitors.
We also have a speaker series of dog train-
ers, food specialists, photographers, etc.
This show is truly something for everyone,

and every dog!

Hope to see you there. And feel free to invite
your friends and families! And of course,

anyone you know with a dog!

Sunday, 19 February , ,
Find us online!
10:00-3:00
Halifax Forum & Www.GPAC.ca
2901 Windsor street ™ @GPACgreyhounds
Admission: $2.00 (Children under 12 free!) Greyhound Pets
of Atlantic Canada



Let Sleeping Dogs Lie

Track greyhounds are raised a differently from other
breeds. They lived in their own personal sanctuary: a
crate. Some people might disparage it as a prison but to
the greys it is a place where they are safe to sleep, dream,
and relax without being molested! No one ever stepped
on them, poked them, hugged them or tried to cuddle
them when they were in their sanctuary. Greys sleep very
soundly, can get startled and may snap those teeth right
at you when abruptly awakened. Many sleep with their
eyes open. Some have an extra membrane that partially
covers their eyes. All this makes it tricky to assess wheth-
er they are asleep and mentally far, far away.

Adoption representatives often tell adopters not to
disturb a sleeping greyhound (though this should be true
for any breed). Sometimes the consequences are dire for
the person and they can be life threatening for the grey-
hound. Maybe it is because they are disarmingly docile,
teddy-bear-like most of the time.

You may hear about a close call or worse when
someone wakes up their grey. Someone was unwise
enough to climb face first into their crate, lean over and
kiss them, lay down to cuddle them when they were
stretched out on the couch or rug, or just startle them
when they were asleep.

So please be wise. Let your sleeping greyhound rest
un-harassed. You may have a greyhound that really does
not mind the kissing, cuddling and hugging but please
make sure of that before you make that first move. If you
are cautious and aware of the possibilities you may save a
trip to the emergency room and your grey may get to live
out their days as your beloved companion.

Be aware if a grey bites someone, even when the
fault isn't totally theirs, it tends to be a big deal for both
the people and the greyhound. Sometimes the trust has
been broken so much that the greyhound is returned to
the adoption group. This becomes a very difficult situa-
tion. Now the greyhound has another kind of track rec-
ord. They may need to undergo re-assessment. As you
might imagine, a biting episode can greatly diminish your
greyhound’s future.
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The key to avoiding this predicament is a
combination of knowing your greyhound, know-
ing when to change your behavior and knowing
when to ask for help.

If your greyhound is snapping or biting you
should contact your adoption representative.
They can help you analyze the problem and
make suggestions on how to correct the behav-
ior. The question might be: Is it an adopter prob-
lem, a dog problem, a training or knowledge
problem or a combination?

This article is an effort to encourage a greater
understanding of the greyhound’s upbringing
and sleep habits so that maybe each one of us
can work to prevent biting tragedies. As a group,
we ask our foster homes to watch for sleep is-
sues, especially sleep aggression. We get con-
cerned when we hear that a greyhound that was
a model citizen in the foster home snaps at their
adopter. So next time you see your greyhound
happily resting consider what they might think is
happening when you startle them and then let
that sleeping dog lie.

This article was taken and adapted from a greyhound
adoption group in California



Lessons | Learned From my Grey

Lesson 2: Waterproof shoes are essential.

When you have a dog that's more muscle than
you are, and who gets a solid burst of energy every
afternoon (sometimes twice), it can be hard to know
what to do to wear them out and keep them fit and
happy. One thing I've discovered that works great for
me and D is hiking. It's more of a workout for her than
the flat trail that runs behind our house, because she
has to scale and descend hills, and pick through rocks
and trees. Halifax and the surrounding areas offer
great places that are fairly accessible. However, what
it also offers is some interesting weather to hike in.

Lo and behold, | have discovered waterproof
shoes. I've always loved good rain gear. You pay a
pretty penny for it, but when you can go for a walk in
a torrential downpour and come back inside an hour
later bone-dry, it's worth saving up for. I've always
had a good rain coat and more than one pair of wel-
lies kicking around, but you get a bit tired of slugging
up and down a trail in galoshes after a couple of trips
out on a rainy day. Then, when you have a dog who
can walk for two hours on the flat and still have some
miles left when she gets home, it's time to look at
other options.

So, | discovered waterproof sneakers. I've

learned that not only are they great for the winter
(paired with a nice, tall pair of gore-tex gaiters of
course), but they are essential to anyone who spends
a lot of time outdoors in this climate! There's nothing
worse than getting halfway down a trail only to discov-
er that the second half is mostly bog. Easy enough for
your dog to pick around or walk through, but not so
nice for your running shoes.

Now, | have a solid pair of La Sportiva Wildcat
GTX Women's trail runners. Not only are they made
with waterproof gore-tex membrane, they are also
made without animal products, and have the most sol-
id treads I've had in a pair of sneakers. Their “ideal ter-
rain” is snowy or wet trails. They're my new go-to and
as far as I'm concerned the best pair of shoes I've ever
owned for cool or cold, wet weather. There are lots of
different models out there, but one thing that D has
taught me is that waterproof shoes are essential.

Melissa L.

Treat Time!
Oatmeal Crunchies

3 % cups Whole Wheat Flour
2 Cups Oatmeal (uncooked)
1/2 Cup Milk
1 Cup Beef or Chic Stock
% Cup Meat Drippings
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Optional: well-shredded carrot

Preheat oven to 300 degrees.
Combine Meat Drippings, Stock and Milk in a large
bowl and beat with a fork or spoon.

In a separate bowl, mix the flour and oatmeal. Pour
liquid ingredients into dry and mix well. Press the
batter onto a greased cookie sheet with sides.

Cut into geometric shapes with a knife. Bake for one
hour. Then, turn off the oven but leave the biscuits in
the oven to harden overnight. Refrigerate after-
wards.




Happy Valentine’s Day from
GPAC!

Here are some greyhound Valentines
just for you!




Go Greyhound, it’s your Birthday!!

Jedi (Jedi Red Raider) - February 1st, 2009

Myles (Mile Marker) - February 1st, 2007

Riggs (Dad’s Big Rigg) - February 2, 2007

Sasha (Shotglass Sharon) - February 6th ,2003

Miss Juno Cobblepot (RJs Primo) - February 12th, 2007.
Angel (Scapel) who's birthday is Feb. 19"

Derby (Toots Googleyes), February 28th, 2008

Remembering Sky Age

Back in March of this year, a load of retired racers arrived in
Musquodoboit Harbour and on board that load was Kiowa Sky
Age. Born on February 24, 2008, he had just turned three years old
when he retired. He would spend the next few months at the ken-
nel while he awaited his forever home. He was truly a sweet dog —
FULL of personality and figured that if you were petting the new
dogs and paying attention to them, then you’d better be using
ONE hand to pet him! He was a character! ‘Sky’ went into a foster
home in August where he stayed until early November and it was
then that he boarded West Jet to come and retire with his new
found forever home and extremely excited human, Gregory
Moore.

Greg immediately fell in love with Sky and provided him with
everything and then some...the collars, alone, that dog had made
him better dressed than most humans! He quickly became the
sparkle in Greg’s eye and the certainly his heartbeat. Meet and
Greets, parades — you name it, you could count on Greg and Sky.
They would be there.

In late December, Sky started to fall ill. It began with rapid weight loss. His appetite had changed drastically
and so a number of tests were ran by his veterinarian and at the time, all signs pointed out that there was some-
thing happening with his kidneys. Meds were given, he spent a day at the clinic for IV treatment and nothing
seemed to bring any change. He went downbhill rather quickly and much to Greg’s heartbreak, Sky passed away on
Monday, January 22 around 9AM to what the vet can only figure must have been some kind of undetected, un-
derlying tumour.

Three months hardly seems like a fair deal...Greg is devastated as you can imagine. It’s a tragedy when any-
one loses a pet, but only after such a short time and just getting to know your hound, it seems much worse. Sky
left us way too soon...but | can assure you that he had the absolute BEST three months of his life when he was
hand-picked to come and spend it with Greg. He is a fabulous person, a dog lover and we assured him that he will,
one day, open his heart and home to another greyhound. It would be a tragedy in itself if he didn’t...he’s just too
good.

Run free sweet Sky... Greyhound Pets of Atlantic Canada — Newfoundland Branch



Doggie Expo Beast Basket

| am organizing a raffle basket for the Doggie Expo on Feb 19, 2012. | just
wanted to thank everyone who has offered to help out and who has al-
ready made the donation to the basket. | am accepting donations for the
basket until February 5, 2012 if you would like to help .please email me,
Angela Seguin directly at atseguin@hotmail.com if there is something
you'd like to donate.

Donation ideas are:

Gift cards for pet stores

Gift cards for any other store

Gift cards for restaurants or pet friendly establishments
Homemade doggie cookies or treats

Squeaky toys

Dog chews

Anything else you can think of!

Looking forward to seeing you all at the Expo on Feb 19, 2012! Tickets for
the Beast Basket will be $2 each, 3 for $5, or $10 for 8 (<<best value!) The
basket will be drawn for at the Doggie Expo, towards the end of the event
so make sure to mark this date on your calendars and come check out all
the fun!

Playtime!

Playtime is an important and super fun part of dog owner-
ship. But there can be inappropriate ways to play. What does
inappropriate play mean? It means that your dog may be
more likely to mount, mouth, and body slam you and/or oth-
er dogs while playing. How can we identify and address it?
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would both likely have a great time with the game, it encour-
ages your dog to begin playing in inappropriate and physical
ways.
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in your house that you can use to put your dog into during
“time-outs” when he plays too physically.
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er dog, in a neutral voice say “oops” or “too bad” and put him
into the designated room or crate for a 1-2 minute “time-out.”
After the time out, he can exit the kennel and re-engage in play
as long as he is appropriate

Biggie, Alpine and Juno have some fun playtime
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